
Major & Minor Triad Chord Forms
In this section we'll start to look at basic major and minor triads on the guitar.
So as not to turn this into an encyclopedia of every possible way play them on 
every conceivable set of strings, I have broken them down into 3 series of forms
that I have found to be most useful for straight forward playing and as seeds for
more complex chords to grow from.

The forms are divided up into major and minor triads on three consecutive strings
starting on the A string, the D string, and the G string. I have passed up on triads
from the low E string for essentially two reasons. First, they are just too muddy
sounding down that low, and second, the forms themselves will be exactly the same
as the ones starting on the A string. So if you can visualize them from the A string
then they will be the exact same forms off the E string too if you should need them.

A note about learning these forms
At first glance these forms can seem a bit confusing and perhaps it would be hard to
understand why you would need to know these seemingly puny little triad forms,
why can't we just get on the more "expensive chords" (as one of my students would 
sometimes refer to 4 and 5 note chords)?
The answer is several-fold. To some degree, you have to learn to crawl before you can
walk. Also, besides their extensive direct use in all kinds of music including Motown,
Rock, and Metal (to name just a few), many more harmonically advanced guitarist
use these triad forms to imply all sorts of way more intricate harmonies. An entire
book could be dedicated to this very subject alone. Also, if you can learn to "see" these
forms, you can learn to extrapolate past these little babies and start extending them
into all sorts of other manifestations. If you've ever picked apart any Jimi Hendrix for 
instance, you'll know that you can't even get close to what he's doing without triads.
Try to use them in a musical sentence. Try for instance Dm, Bb, F, C and try a few 
combinations of nearby triads across a few different string groups to get a feel for this.
Or "You Can't Hurry Love" by the Supremes.
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Major & Minor Triad Chord Forms

C Major Triad Forms
in all three
inversions

C Minor Triad Forms
in all three
inversions

With all of these forms it is VITAL that you can identify each chord clearly for yourself
       so you'll be able to actually use these forms in real live music situations.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From the
A String

From the 
D String

From the 
G String

From the
A String

From the 
D String

From the 
G String


