
Chord Formulas Part II Steve Raleigh

So now we've covered you main variations of quadrads (4 note chords). 
Chords however don't stop there! We now move on to extended and altered chords. First I'll 
simply chart out some of the basic lingo in describing some of these.

A major 7th chord can extend beyond its first 4 notes as follows:
maj 7 - 1, 3, 5, 7
maj 9 - 1, 3, 5, 7, 9
maj 11 - 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11
maj 13 - 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13

A dominant 7th chord can extend beyond its first 4 notes as follows:
7th - 1, 3, 5, Ñ7
9th - 1, 3, 5, Ñ7, 9
11th - 1, 3, 5, Ñ7, 9, 11
13th - 1, 3, 5, Ñ7, 9, 11, 13

A minor 7th chord can extend beyond its first 4 notes as follows:
min 7th - 1, Ñ3, 5, Ñ7
min 9th -  1, Ñ3, 5, Ñ7, 9
min 11th - 1, Ñ3, 5, Ñ7, 9, 11
min 13th - 1, Ñ3, 5, Ñ7, 9, 11, 13

Essentially the idea is that as the chord extends beyond the original quadrad, along the
progression of thirds through the 9th, 11th, and 13th, the basic name is carried along
and the suffix (so-to-speak) represents just how extended the chord is.

If then you want to flat a 9th, or sharp an 11th or some variation like that you have to
state that somehow. Thats a little more tricky but essentially makes sense as you
get used to it.
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A 13th chord for instance, with a flatted 9th (added in for fun), would be called a 13Ñ9.
A maj9 with a sharp 11, would be called maj9#11. Sometimes its a little weird. A 9th chord
but with the 9th flatted would be called a 7Ñ9. How about a 7th chord with a flat five and 
a sharp 9th..... 7Ñ5#9. Sometimes those variations will be in parentheses 7(Ñ5#9). You get 
used to it. Oh yes, sometimes you'll see a "+" instead of a #  eg: 7(Ñ5+9) ...ugh....

Ok, there are also chords with extensions that don't conform to the progression of 
thirds all the time. 
A triad with a 6th for instance is a 6th chord.
A minor triad with a 6th is min 6
A triad with a 6 and a 9 is a 6 / 9 chord..... hmmmm

How about chords that don't contain every degree leading up to the final degree
1, 3, 5, (skip 7), 9 - that's called an add 9. For instance a C add 9 would be a C triad with
a 9th just stuck in there. Same for add 11 or add 13

Oh yes, and then suspended chords! First suspended 4th chords. That's where you
take the 3rd of the chord and raise it up to a 4th instead - C,E,G becomes C,F,G - a
Csus4 for short, or even just Csus. Suspended chords have no 3rd at all and therefore
can not really sound either major or minor because there's no 3rd at all.
There are also more recently sus2 chords in which you replace the 3rd with a 2nd.
Csus2 would be C,D,G. With a sus2 chord, you must indicate the 2 to differentiate it from
the sus4 chord. 

Then there is the ever popular rock & roll power chord! Just a root and a 5th. Technically
not really a chord because it's only two notes. (More of just an interval). Thus notated
by calling it a "5" chord. For instance a C5 or E5... no major or minor in this case.

If you're just seeing all this for the first time it can seem pretty whacky but as you and
the people around use this lingo, you really do get used to it.... really...


